
Welcome to the Wentworth Estate Roads 
Committee annual Chairman’s Report; 2014 
has been a challenging and changing year 
for the Estate, but I am pleased to report the 
Roads Committee have continued to perform 
professionally and make good progress.   

For the first time we have included the voluntary 
£25 Wentworth Residents Association (WRA) 
membership fee within your Road Rate invoice. 
This provides membership to the WRA who look 
after your interests, for example opposing the 
proposed residential development of DERA.  May 
I remind you, if you have previously paid the WRA 
membership via Standing Order you will need to 
cancel this to prevent paying twice. To clarify,  the 
WRA represent the interests of the Estate residents 
primarily for issues outside the Estate and to 
elect members onto the Wentworth Estate Roads 
Committee (WERC), whereas the Roads Committee 
manages the maintenance and the administration of 
the Estate covenants; this includes planning and trees 
amongst other things. 

In September of this year Richard Caring decided 
to sell Wentworth Club to the Reignwood Group, a 
global Chinese enterprise who we wholeheartedly 
welcome. Among its portfolio they own Red Bull 
(China) and 10 Trinity Square, London. Mr Ni, 
representative of Reignwood, said at the recent Club 
AGM: “We will respect Wentworth’s culture and 
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uniqueness, we are happy to listen to the advice and 
opinions of members and the residents to help and 
inform any actions we take.” 

We therefore look forward to a beneficial and 
positive relationship. 

Prior to the sale, the Club’s  planning application 
to build a hotel - which drew mixed opinions 
- was formally withdrawn from Runnymede 
Borough Council. There is no news of any further 
developments but to reiterate one of Reignwood’s 
mission statements, they seek “evolution not 
revolution”. 

During this time there were rumours regarding the 
selling off of the par 3 nine hole Executive Course; 
being within the Green Belt and Estate there is no 
credence to this and, further still, WERC have the 
benefit of restrictive covenants that would prevent 
such a proposal from gaining any momentum.

Issue 5

Estate Office
 Wentworth Club
Wentworth Drive
Virginia Water

Surrey GU25 4LS
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2014 Finances
As mentioned it has been a challenging year and 
income of circa £700,000 was down approximately 
£100,000 on 2013. In 2014 we experienced a sharp 
decline in the Developer’s Contribution to Road Rate 
income (the financial deposit paid by construction site 
firms towards the Road Rate fund for the excessive 
and additional wear and tear inflicted on the Estate 
roads). In 2014 there were 43 active building sites, 17 
fewer than a year earlier and a drop in numbers for 
the first time in five years. Consequently, we received 
about £150,000 in Developer’s Contribution – some 
40% down on the previous year. Fortunately the drop 
was forecast and we adjusted accordingly. 2013 was 
an exceptional year for Developer’s Contribution and 
it was agreed to regularly receive £250k was unlikely. 
Last year construction sites contributed nearly a third 
of the income. This year their share was down to just 
below 20%.

Although not making a significant impact to the 
overall income, it is worth noting the Planning fees of 
£26,000 were up 73% on budget and 25% on last year. 
The main reason for this has been a recent change 
in how Runnymede Borough Council interprets 
building in the Green Belt, with the introduction 
of the National Planning Policy Framework which 
allows previously prohibited extension.

At the time of writing it is forecast we will end the 
year with a deficit of circa £50,000. This will be the 
third year in succession we have ended in the red. 
The Committee agreed to use reserve funds rather 
than seek to recoup the deficit from next year’s 
Road Rates. In accordance with Wentworth Estate 
Act 1964 the Committee will maintain a reasonable 
reserve as seen fit. 

2014 Highlights
During January and February we experienced 
some of the most extreme weather since records 
began and had to handle emergency situations to 
do with roads flooding and numerous trees falling. 
To the best of our knowledge I am pleased to report 
no resident suffered any flooding or significant 
damage. My thanks go to the maintenance team 
and Mike Rough of Wentworth Tree Care who 
assisted us in dealing with such incidents. 

In one instance, early one midweek morning 
we were notified of a large oak tree that had fallen 
across Woodlands Road East, blocking the entire 
road. We were on site within half an hour and even 

assisted school 
c h i l d r e n 
c l a m b e r i n g 
over the tree 
to get on their 
school bus! 
We n t w o r t h 
Tree Care 
attended in 
good time and the road was clear after about 2 
hours from notification. 

We continued with our road resurfacing and 
widening programme and resurfaced Meadow Road, 
Gorse Hill Road and a section of West Drive.

Following last year’s completed installation of the 
‘live’ monitoring ANPR cameras via Surrey Police 
and Safer Runnymede, I am pleased to report on its 
success. No serious crime has been reported  this year 
and the cameras have proved successful in helping to 
identify vehicles associated with less serious crimes. 
For example, a car was recently broken into in one 
of the Club’s car parks and, in conjunction with their 
surveillance, our camera was able to identify the 
perpetrator’s vehicle. In addition, Budgens suffered a 
break-in and our ANPR camera covering the service 
road picked up a hire van that was linked to the theft. 

This year we introduced traffic check points by 
Knight Security with the aim of preventing and 
discouraging any short-cutters or unwarranted 
visitors, including cycling groups, onto the Estate. To 
date this has proved successful. 

Knight Security patrol 365 days a year and one 
of their primary tasks is to oversee the building 
sites. Contractors on sites should not actively 
start before 8am nor work after 5pm; damage and 
disturbance is inevitable including road blockages 
– some authorised some not. James or Sharon are 
available at the Estate office to deal with any issue 
you encounter. 

Emergency Help: Wentworth Tree Care 
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Other on-going progress made during the year

• Nearly 10,000 bulbs planted along the  
 verges including daffodil, narcissus and 
 English bluebells, which is more than any  
 previous year.
• Completed the replacement of the road name  
 signs at the main road junctions. 
•  New tree planting to verges in various  
 locations. 
• Further clearances to reinstate verges   
 previously engulfed by laurel, rhododendron  
 etc. Notable places include Lake Road and a  
 section of Portnall Drive. 
• Increased use of HGV road sweepers.
• Leaf clearance of the entire Estate.
• All the road white lining has been re-painted. 
• New white barriers and stay bars to certain  
 entrances.
• All three bridges were inspected and passed  
 satisfactorily with only minor remedial  
 repair required. 
• Improvements made to surface water   
 drainage ditches and culverts.

2014 and...
This year has not been without other challenges. 
For the first time in many years we have had to take 
legal action for the non-payment of the Road Rate by 
one resident. Year on year we have had exemplary 
success and it is unfortunate we have had to take such 
action. The Road Rate payment and amount is very 
clearly laid out in law and the Committee are under 
obligation to ensure payment from all applicable 
properties. 

As previously mentioned we endured some nasty 
weather and during the high winds and rainfall two of 
our trees fell and caused damage to residents’ gates and 
fencing. I am pleased to report we resolved both cases.

At the time of going to press we are currently 
involved with upholding the covenants regarding 

the proposed 
change from 
a bank to a 
supermarket at 
No. 1 Station 
Approach. We 
are aware this 
is an emotive 
matter for 

some residents 
but I’d like to 
establish we 
will do what 
is within our 
remit. It has yet 
to be seen what 
the outcome 
will be.

Plans for 2015
I am pleased to announce the Road Rate for 2015 
increase has been set and agreed at a palatable 3.25%. 
Taking into consideration this year’s downturn in 
developer’s contributions, we have adjusted next 
year’s budget accordingly to continue to progress at 
the same rate as this year, yet aiming to finish with 
little or no deficit. May I encourage you to settle the 
Road Rate demand as soon as possible and commend 
to you having a Standing Order. Please contact 
Sharon Jones in the Estate office for details.

We will continue with the road resurfacing 
and widening programme. The Committee have 
identified Pinewood Road and Lake Road as in need 
of upgrading. However, due to the number of large 
building sites along these roads, it would be logical to 
delay work until the buildings have been completed. 

We are going to be trialling the option of using 
white light bulbs in our streetlights as opposed to 
sodium orange. There is already one being trialled 
midway along West Drive and we are soon to install 
them along Woodlands Road East. 

The intention is to improve the appearance of the 
three bridges; namely on West Drive, Pinewood 
Road and Wentworth Drive, and have them match 
the appearance of the Clubhouse. 

DERA
Last year Crest Nicholson announced plans to 
proceed with the development of about 250 new 
homes on the North side of DERA and to seek 
planning permission for at least 1,500 new homes 
on the South side. 

This is a significant proposal that would have a 
detrimental effect on the Estate if it ever went ahead. 
Earlier in 2014 Runnymede BC, who have been in 
favour of this proposal, failed in their attempt to 
have their new Local Plan adopted. This would have 
facilitated the removal of the South side from the 
Green Belt. According to the Inspector, Runnymede Increased Use: HGV Road Sweeper

Leaf Clearing
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DOG WALKING 
ON CLUB LAND

Contrary to resident’s understanding there 
is no official right of way or access over Club 
land with the exception of the two public 
footpaths that cross the East Course towards 
Trumps Green and the West Course towards 
Sunningdale 

Access along the Club land and tracks is at their 
discretion only.  If dogs are to be off the lead they 
must be under tight control and supervision. 
It is not acceptable to allow dogs to roam over 
greens, tee boxes and bunkers. And under no 
circumstances are balls or other objects to be 
thrown on a fairway for the dog to collect. 

The Club would rather not take further action 
to prohibit access so we are politely asking for 
your co-operation in this matter. 
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BC had failed at many levels and were required to 
re-assess and resubmit. While there is uncertainty as 
to what will happen next, it is likely that the South 
side will remain in their amended Local Plan. 

It is worth noting there is a judicial review 
lodged via lawyers Allen & Overy to challenge 
Runnymede’s decision on the North side permission. 

Fibre-Optic
Last year I announced BT Openreach’s aim to install 
fibre in order to offer BT Infinity to all residents by 
summer 2014. Unfortunately BT Openreach have 
not delivered. Although engineers are regularly 
on site, it has been very frustrating that delivery is 
painstakingly slow. James now expects fibre to be 
universally available next year. However, orders are 
now being accepted in some areas. For details visit 
www.superfast-openreach.co.uk/where-and-when 

PGA Tournament
I am pleased to report after another successful PGA 
tournament, park ‘n’ ride looks likely to continue 
next year. It was a splendid tournament including 
the Pro-Am charity day which saw record crowds in 
excess of 12,000. During the tournament, Wentworth 
Drive was closed from 7am to 7pm. I am pleased to 
report the Estate was relatively unscathed and I am 
grateful for your co-operation during a hectic time. 
I understand the PGA may request road closure on 
the Tuesday as well next year. The Tournament dates 
are 21st to 24th May 2015. We look forward to seeing 
Rory Mcllroy back to defend his title along with 
many of his successful Ryder Cup teammates. For 
further details visit www.europeantour.com

Email Database 
Feedback received over the past few months has 
highlighted a need for better communication with 
residents. The most obvious solution would be an 
email database. We are investigating how our current 
database can be modified and improved to provide 
such a facility. 

And Finally
On behalf of the Committee members I would like to 
thank James Periton and Sharon Jones for managing 
the Estate Office and dealing with day to day enquiries. 
Sharon has done an excellent job with the administration 
of the Road Rates, in particular the initial processing of 
the amalgamation of the WRA subscription. 

The Estate Office is at the rear of the clubhouse and 
open Monday to Friday 9am – 5.30pm. 

I would personally like to thank the Committee 
members for their input and contribution to the 
running of this Estate, in particular I’d especially like 
to thank Marge Hanley who after nearly 10 years on 
the Committee has decided to resign. I understand 
WRA Chairman, Eric Leon has a number of 
interested candidates and this will be decided at 
the forthcoming AGM.

The Wentworth Residents Association AGM will 
be held in the Club Ballroom on Monday 9th February 
2015 from 7.30pm. There is likely to be a number 
of positions on the WRA and WERC requiring 
elections and I would encourage you to attend to have 
your vote. I believe Eric will be writing with further 
information. 

On behalf of all the Committee members may I wish 
you all a Happy Christmas and a pleasant New Year.

- Tony Ashfield, Chairman


